
Who is he?   
Who is behind these squares? Would it help if there were fewer squares? 
 

Or even less squares?  

The more squares I take away, the more Buzz Lightyear is revealed. That is the same 
in the story, as the story progresses, there is more revealed about Jesus. 

I wonder what people would say about you or me? What are you? A reader, footballer, 
brilliant at lego, a good friend, patient, caring?  

Can you list the names Jesus was called? Peter end up by calling 'Messiah' which 
means the anointed one. 

Package deal
Mark 8.27-38 
Jesus journeys with his disciples as they explore who he is. They 
are confronted with the responsibility and dangers of following 
the Messiah: that the way to life is through suffering and death. 
This prediction of Jesus’ own fate is key to understanding the 
call to discipleship. There is a choice: follow the way of the world 
and you will lose your life; follow the way of the cross and you 
will gain the only life worth having.  

This week we explore the risks and rewards of 
following Jesus.

Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on .

The passage provokes an exploration of the question Jesus 
directs to the disciples of, ‘Who do you say I am?’. In this he is 
also asking us to reflect upon the same enquiry. Who do you 
really say Jesus is? Do we fully appreciate the costs, as well as 
the benefits, of following Jesus?

Help the children to think beyond the traditional answers 
about who Jesus is, to ponder for themselves what Jesus means 
to them personally, and not just cite the examples they may 
have been taught.

Provide the following play materials for very young children  
throughout the session: a play road mat and a basket of play 
figures.

Creation Time 1 September – 4 October, see  for resources. 
Education Sunday 12 September .

Go to rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.  
Extra ideas can be found on p.12.

Children’s session 

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce 
the theme. (5 mins)

  Sing to the tune: Hickory dickory dock

We have a friend we can trust, 
who shows us that faith is a must. 
When things get tough, and life feels rough, 
walk even closer to God. 

Lord Jesus, (each shout name) 
we are ready to learn about you, our risen king and Saviour. 
Bless us, guide us. 
Amen.

Who is it?  E S

You will need: an image of a well-known character, e.g. Olaf, (from 
Frozen [U]); sticky notes.

• Print off an A4 poster of the character and cover the picture 
with sticky notes.

• Gather the group together and then ask them to take it in 
turns to guess the character as you remove one sticky note  
at a time. 

• Today’s Bible passage will reveal more of who Jesus is, in a 
similar way to peeling off the sticky notes to discover the 
character below.
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J
esus and his disciples were walking along the road 

to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. As they 

walked, Jesus asked them questions. ‘What do people 

say about me? Who do they think I am?’

The disciples thought a little and then began to 

answer: ‘Some people think you are John the Baptist.’ 

‘Others think you are Elijah.’ ‘I’ve heard someone 

saying you are one of the prophets.’  

They walked a little more and Jesus asked another 
question: ‘But what about you? Who do you think I am?’
This time Peter was quick to answer. ‘You are the Messiah,’ he declared.  

Jesus began explaining to them that he would suffer, that he would be rejected, that he would be killed,  and that after three days, he would rise again. Peter became angry when Jesus talked this way. But Jesus  also got angry and said to him, ‘No, Peter, you are talking like Satan.
‘These things must happen. It is important that you think in the way God does, and not the way that people do.’
Jesus then called the crowd together and started to teach them. ‘If you want to be one of my followers, you will need to be prepared to do what I do,’ Jesus said. He wanted them to understand that to be a follower of his means doing some difficult things.               Mark 8.27-38

 See Share the Word.
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Could you make a crown shape and write the name Peter called Jesus on one side - 
Messiah and decorate it so it looks like a crown. On the other side, write the words 
that describe the difficult thinks Jesus had to do like suffer, sacrifice. I am sure 
you can think of more!


