
Who is the greatest? 

Look at this characters; could you put them in a different order? 
Try the tallest first and the smallest last? 
Now the one with the smallest feet first and the largest feet last? 
The biggest smile first and the smallest smile last? 
The oldest first and the youngest last? 
The longest arms first and the shortest arms last? 

In today's reading the disciples are arguing can you find out what Jesus says when 
the disciples didn't answer a question as they were busy arguing? 

If you want to be the greatest, you must be the least important. Do you want to be 
the least important or the last in a line? That's hard, but Jesus says that's the way 
to win the prize. 

Can you make a medal with 'last place' on it and then wear it?
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J
esus was travelling through Galilee with his 

disciples. As they walked, Jesus explained that he 

was going to be betrayed, and that he would be killed, 

but would rise again. The disciples were confused.  

They didn’t really understand what he was saying, but 

they were too scared to ask him questions. Instead, 

they began to argue among themselves. 

Eventually, Jesus and the disciples arrived at a house 

in Capernaum.  As they went inside, Jesus turned to 

the disciples and said, ‘What were you arguing about 

on the journey?’ They didn’t answer because they had 

been arguing about who was the greatest, and they 

were very embarrassed. Sitting them down, Jesus tried 

to explain. ‘If you want to be the greatest, you must 

be prepared to be the least important.’ The disciples 

looked surprised.

He continued, ‘You must be a servant to everyone.’

Jesus brought a little child to come and stand among them. He took the child in his arms and said to the disciples, ‘Anyone who welcomes little children in my name, welcomes me. And anyone who welcomes me, welcomes God.’  
                             Mark 9.30-37

 See Share the Word.
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Jostling for position
Mark 9.30-37 
In the passage, there is both literal and metaphorical movement: 
the physical journey towards Jerusalem and the dawning 
understanding by Jesus’ followers. Jesus disturbs his disciples 
by predicting his suffering and death. However, the disciples – 
whether through misunderstanding, or to avoid thinking about 
it – argue and jostle for position: which of them is the greatest? 
Calling them to order, Jesus explains that to be the greatest is to 
serve others.  

This week we explore what it means to be the greatest.  

Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on .

How do you feel about this idea of wanting to be the greatest? 
Are you more often the one with pointy elbows or the one 
being shoved out of the way? For Jesus, greatness exists in the 
rightness of our relationships, starting with our relationship 
with God.

Children know what it is like to have to jostle for position 
– maybe within families or at school. Help them to explore 
what it means to be truly great, beginning with the idea of 
relationships and serving others. 

Provide the following play materials for very young children  
throughout the session: stacking toys or toys of different sizes 
to place in order. 

Creation Time 1 September – 4 October, see  for resources. 

Go to rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.  
Extra ideas can be found on p.16.

Children’s session 

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce 
the theme. (5 mins)

  Sing to the tune: The conga

Grow, grow, grow, we’re growing up with Jesus. 
Grow, grow, grow, he’ll help us grow in faith.

Forgive us, Jesus, when we want to be first, 
when we push to the front and cause some hurt. 
Help us to put you first each day. 
Amen.

Order!  E

• Challenge the group to order themselves in a line according 
to: height order, age order, shoe size, etc. Ask them to do this 
without talking.

• Afterwards, discuss how it might feel to be asked to put 
yourselves in order of who is the greatest. 

 


