
Jesus is for everyone! 

Jesus is travelling; have you visited somewhere different during August? Jesus visits 
Tyre and Sidon which is near Galilee. He meets people of different nationalities, not 
just Jews but Gentiles and Greeks. Jesus doesn't ignore those people, he helps and 
heals them! 

Jesus showed his love and concern for these people, he didn't ignore them as they 
were not Jews. What does this teach us? Do you agree that just as Jesus welcomed 
people, we need to welcome people at church? 

For our craft activity today I want you to add features to this angel and write the 
words 'You are welcome to come to Trinity Church' on the back. Then take 
the angel home and hang it somewhere, perhaps on a tree or a fence, where someone 
might find it... they might come to church because of your angel.
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No borders
Mark 7.24-37 
After healing and teaching in Jewish territory, Jesus moves 
to the Gentile region of Tyre and Sidon. There he encounters 
Gentiles in need of healing: full of hope, and faith in Jesus’ 
healing ability, the people bring the needs of a sick girl and 
a deaf man to Jesus. Jesus heals them, then continues on  
his journey, urging the crowds to keep quiet about what 
he has done. 

This week we explore being open and inclusive with 
others.

Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on .

Jesus’ willingness to heal shows that the kingdom of God has 
porous boundaries. Do we reflect that, or do we unconsciously 
strengthen an exclusivity around Jesus and the welcome he 
offers? Reflect on your own borders and boundaries. 

Share examples with the children from recent news stories 
about how people treat others badly, and can be prejudiced 
against certain groups seen to be ‘outsiders’. Encourage them 
to think about Jesus’ complete openness to all, and how that 
should make us think about how we treat others.

Provide the following play materials for very young children  
throughout the session: play figures and a dolls’ house.

Creation Time 1 September – 4 October, see  for resources.

Go to rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.  
Extra ideas can be found on p.8.

Children’s session 

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce 
the theme. (5 mins)

  Sing to the tune: Old Macdonald had a farm

J-E-S-U-S is here, healing all day long. 
If someone brings a poorly friend, Jesus Christ will help. 
With a broken leg or an achy tum, 
Broken leg, achy tum, anyone in need can come. 
J-E-S-U-S is here, healing all day long.

Lord Jesus, thank you for:  
our ears: help us listen; cup hands behind ears 
our minds: help us think clearly; touch head 
our voices: help us say kind words. touch lips 
Amen.

Let me in  E

• Ask the children to stand in a circle, with one child outside 
who has to try and find a way in. Encourage the children in 
the circle to keep moving round in a clockwise direction but 
leaving no gaps for the child outside to find a way in. 

• Talk afterwards about how it felt to be left out, and how it 
felt keeping the child outside the circle.
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Spiritual styles (as defined by David Csinos) key: Word, Emotion, Symbol, Action.  

Find out more  in Worship and learning support.

J
esus travelled to a place called Tyre. When he 

arrived, he went to stay at a house, hoping that 

nobody had spotted him. But a Greek woman who 

heard that Jesus was there came in and knelt down in 

front of him. ‘My daughter is very ill. Please will you 

make her better?’ she pleaded.

Jesus was surprised, as this woman was a foreigner 

and a Gentile.  He asked her to wait. ‘Please, Jesus, 

I know you can heal her,’ she begged. And then Jesus 

knew that she really believed in him. ‘Go,’ he said. 

‘Your daughter has been healed.’

The woman returned home and there she found her 

daughter, lying on the bed, completely well.  

After this, Jesus continued on his journey to Sidon, 

near the Sea of Galilee. While Jesus was there, a deaf 

man was brought to him. The man couldn’t hear or 

speak properly and his friends begged Jesus to heal 

him. Jesus took the man away from the crowd. He 

put his fingers into the man’s ears, then spat on his 

fingers and placed 
them on the man’s 
tongue! Looking up to 
heaven, Jesus sighed 
and said, ‘Ephphatha,’ 
which means ‘Be 
opened.’ Immediately, 
the man could hear 
and speak properly. The 
people were so excited 
that they wanted to tell 
everyone what Jesus 
had done. But Jesus 
ordered them to tell no 
one.  Yet, the more 
he asked the people to 
keep quiet, the more excited they became, and the more people they told.                   Mark 7.24-37

 See Share the Word.


