
John The Baptist


I LOVE Christmas time!  Do you?  I thought you might! Are you 
excited? I can’t think of one thing about Christmas that I don’t LOVE.


I love watching Christmas films, singing Christmas Carols, decorating 
the tree, seeing friends and family,  making my Christmas list, going 
shopping, wrapping presents and I love getting presents. I’m sure I 
left something out, but that’s what Christmas is all about!


Ooh... I did leave something out, a big something, the biggest something of all. I mean, 
what are we celebrating?! Christmas isn’t about presents. It’s about Jesus!

How did I manage to forget Jesus!  It’s his birth that we are celebrating.  It’s even 
named after Him. CHRISTmas.


Did you know that Jesus’ birth was so big and important that 
there was actually a messenger born just before him to get 
everyone ready?  Have you listened to the story yet? It tells you 
about the messenger, John, we know him as John the Baptist.


John was a cousin of Jesus, and he spent his whole life telling 
people about Jesus and getting them ready. Instead of eating 
mince pies and chocolate, John ate locusts and honey. Instead of 

singing Jingle Bells, John told people what is in the scriptures. Instead of wearing a 
fluffy scarf, John wore a ragged animal skin. And instead of offering gifts of toys, John 
offered the gift of preparing people for Jesus.


John helped them be ready for Jesus. He even baptised them in the river as a sign.


As it gets closer to Christmas, it gets easier and easier to forget what Christmas is 
really about.  We just have to remember that it is Jesus we are celebrating, and we 
can get ready to celebrate by preparing our hearts.


Could you write a message to someone this week telling them that the good news of 
Christmas is coming?


